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NORTHERN BC TOUCHSTONES OF HOPE
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What’s New 

W ith the guidance of the northern British Columbia Touchstones team, the Caring Society 
completed a comprehensive report of the work that has been done since 2008 in the 

northern BC Touchstones of Hope initiative. It details the movement from the beginning, 
provides tools and resources, explains the evaluation and research and outlines preliminary 
themes from across the Touchstones community sessions. The full report is available online 
at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . n o r t h e r n b c t o u c h s t o n e s . c a / d o c s / N o r t h e r n - B C - T o u c h s t o n e s -
Report-2008-2011.pdf

T he next phase of the northern BC Touchstones initiative includes data analysis and 
participatory evaluation. The northern BC team recorded all of the discussions from 

the community sessions. Dr. Saini from the University of Toronto has been transcribing the 
recordings into a qualitative data analysis program. They will be put into a report outlining 
themes from each of the gatherings and given to the participating First Nations communities 
and staff from the First Nations child and family service agencies and Ministry of Children 
and Family Development. The evaluation process will consist of a participatory process 
open to all of those involved in the community sessions. It will measure short and long term 
outcomes for children, youth, families and agencies. The evaluation will serve to inform 
others about the Touchstones process and inform policy makers of community needs when 
creating programs or policies. 

To participate in this evaluation, the Caring Society has created an online survey about 
your experience with the Touchstones of Hope and to see the changes in northern British 
Columbia. We have created 9 questions and would like you to complete the online survey 
that will take about 20 minutes. This is the link to the survey (cut and paste into browser or 
CTRL+click): http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DQH5LTX

We realize that this survey does not fully capture the sharing of your stories about the 
Touchstones sessions but your experience with Touchstones is very important to the work 
with children in the north. Please fi ll out the survey no later than Friday, November 4, 
2011. If you would rather mail in the survey, please contact Andrea Auger from the Caring 
Society at aauger@fncaringsociety.com or (613) 230-5885 for a paper copy of the questions. 
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Save the Dates! 

Join the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society in promoting culturally 
based equity for First Nations children by engaging in respectful activities. 

First, you can ‘Have a Heart’ was inspired by the I Am a Witness campaign (www.fnwitness.
ca) which supports culturally based services and funding for child welfare services on 
reserve. In 2007, the Assembly of First Nations and the Caring Society fi led a child welfare 
discrimination case. After 4 years, the Tribunal Chair Chotalia dismissed the case based on 
a legal technicality. The AFN and the Caring Society stand by their position that the case 
should be heard on its full merits. The appeal will be held from February 13-15, 2012, in 
Federal Court at the Thomas D’Arcy McGee Building on 90 Sparks, in Ottawa, Ontario. 
As the Tribunal falls on Valentine’s Day, the Caring Society invites educators, students, 
caring individuals, to show love, unity and compassion for a better Canada on February 
14, 2011. Some ideas include: letter writing, sending Valentine’s to Parliament, attending 
the Tribunal, creating You Tube videos to spread the word, etc. Lastly, show your support 
for the 7 Ways to Make a Difference for First Nations children, youth and families.

Second, on June 11, 2012, the Caring Society invites you to join the Our Dreams Matter Too 
walk in support of Shannen’s Dream. The idea is to rally one million people across Canada to 
walk on the same day for equity for all First Nations children. In order to engage everyone, 
children across Canada would build mailboxes and citizens of all ages would march to their 
mailbox with letters to elected offi cials calling for culturally based equity for First Nation 
children.  The walk can serve as a basis for in class learning and include lessons in art to 
construct mail boxes, language to write letters in English and French and Indigenous languages, 
civics to understand why letters from Canadians matter in public policy and human rights.
We invite you to engage yourselves in these ways to make a difference! For more 
information, visit the Caring Society’s website at www.fncaringsociety.com.

7 Ways to Make a Difference
Be a Witness

Sign Jordan’s Principle
Support Shannen’s Dream 

Sign the Touchstones of Hope 
Engage Young People

Many Hands One Dream
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SSSSaaavvvveeee  ttthhe DDDaaaaatttttteeeess!! 
oooiinn the Firssttt NNNNNNNNaaaaaaaaaattttttiiiiiioooooonnsss CCCCChhild aanndddd FFFFaaaammmmilyyy CCCCCCCCCaaaaaarrrriiiiinnnggg SSSSSoooocciiiieeettttyyyy iin pppprroooooommmooottttiiiiiinng cuuullltturally 
bbbbaased eqquity fffffffffoooooorrrrr FFFFFFFiiiiiirrrssttt NNNNattiioonnss cchhilllldddddrrreeeeennnnnn bbbbbyyyyy eeeennnnggggaaaggggiiinnnggggg iiiinnn  rrresppeeeccccccccttful aaccccctttttiiivvvvvitiesss. 

Firsttt, youuu cccccaann ‘HHHHavveeeee aa HHeeeeaaaaarrrrttttttt’’ wwwwwwaaaaassssss  iiinnnnnspired bbbbbbyyyyyyyy tttthhhhhhheee IIIII AAAAAmmmmm aaa WWWWWiittness ccammmppaaaaiiiiiigggggnnnnn ((((((((wwwwwwwww.fnwwwiiiiiiitttttnnnnnneessssssssssssss..
cccccaaa)))) wwwwwwwwhichhhhhhhhhh ssssuuuuuupppppportssss ccuullttuuurrraally bbbbbaaaaasssseeeeddddddd sssseerrrrvvvviiiiiiccceeesssss aannnddddd fffffuuuunnnnddddiiiinnnngggg ffffooooorrr ccchhild wwweeeeeellllffffaaaarrrrrreeeeeeeee  sserviiccccceeesss ooonn 
reessseeeerrrrrrvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeeee. IIIIIIInnnnnnnn 22222220000000000000000077777777,,,,, ttttthhhhhheeeee AAAAAAAsssssssssssssseeemmmmmmmbbbblyyyyyyyy ooffff FFiirrsssssttttt NNNNNaaaaatttttiiiioooooonnnnnnnnsssss  aaaaaaaaaaannnnnddddd tttthhhheeeee CCCCaaarrrriinnnggggg SSSSSooooccciiiieeeettttttyyyy fifififi lllllllleeeddddd aaa ccccccchhhhhhhiild welllllffffffarree 
ddddiscrimmmmmiiiiiiiiinnnationnnnn ccaasseee... AAfftttteeeerrrrrrrrr 4444444 yyyyyyeearrs, thhhhheeee Trrriiibbuuuuunnaaaaaaall CCCCCChhhhaaaiirrrrrr CCCCChhoottaalliiaa ddiissmmissssssssseeeedddd ttttthhhhhheeeee ccccaaaasssssssseeeeee baseed on 
aaa lllllleeeeeeggggaaaalllll technicaaaalliittyy.. TThhhhhhhheeee AAAAFFNNN andd thee CCCCCCCaringg SSSSSSSooocciieeettttttyyyyy ssttttaannndddd bbbbyy tthheeirr pppppoossiiitttttiiiiiooonnnnn ttthhhaaaaaattttttttt ttheeee cccaaaasssseeee 
shhhhhhoooooouuuuullllldd bbbe hearrrddddd oonn iiittttttss fulllllll mmmmmmmmeeerrrriiiits... TTTThhhhhheeee aapppppppppeeeaaaalll  wwwwiilllll bbeee hhhhheelldd ffrroomm FFeebbruuaarryyyy 133-11115555, 2222222222000000011122, in 
FFFFFFFeeeeedddddeeraaal CCCoourt aaatt ttthhhhhee TThhhhhooooommmmmmmaaaaaassss DDDDDD’’AAAAAAAAArrrrccccccyy MMMMcccGGGGeeeeeee BBBBuuuiiiiiilllddddiiinnngg oonnnn 99000  SSppaarrkkkkkkss, inn OOtttttaaawwwwa,, OOOOOnnnntttttaaarioo. 
AAAAAAss ttthe TTribunaaaaallll fffffffffaaaaaallss oonn VVaalleeennnttttiiinnnnneee’’ssssss DDDDDaayyyyy,, tthheee CCCCCCCaaarriiinnnngg SSSoooccciieettttyyyy iinnvviittteeess eeddduuuccaattoors, ssssssttttttuuuuuuuuddddddents, 
ccaaarriiinngg iinndiviiduaaallllss,,, tto sshhooww lllllooovvvveeee,,,  uunniity aannnnddddd ccoommmmmpppppaasssssiiooooonnn fffffffoorr aaaa bbbeeeetttttteerr CCCCaannaadddaaaaaa oonn FFFeeebbbbbbbbrrrrrrrruuuaary 
111111111444444444,,,,,,,, 2201111...  SSooommme iidddddeeass iinnnncclluudddee: lleettttttteerrr wwwwwrrrrriiitttiiiinnnnggg, sseennnnndddddiiiiinnnggg VVVaaallleeennnnttiinnee’’’’’’ssss tttoo PPPPaaaarrrlliiaammmmeennntttttt,, aaaaaatttttteeeeennnnnnnddddddiiiiiinnnnnnnggg 
thhhhe TTTrrrrrrriiiibbuunnnaalll,, ccrreeeaatttinngggggg YYooouuuuu TTTuubbee vviidddeeooooss tttttoo sspprreeaadddd tttttttthhhhhhee wwwwooorrrddd,, eettttcccc.. LLLLaaassttttllllyyyy,, sshhooww yyyyoouuuurrrr sssssuuuppppppppooooorrrrrrrttttttt 
fffffffooooooorrrrrrr tthhhe 7777777 WWWWWWayyysss too MMMMaaaaakkkkkkee aa DDiiffffeerreennccee ffoorr FFFFFiiiirrrrrrrssssstttt NNNNNNaaaaatttttiiiiooonnnss ccchhhillllldddrrrreeenn,, yyyyooouuuttthhh aaaaannnddd fffaaammmiillliieeeesss.

SSSSeecccccoooonnnnnndddd,,, onn JJuuuuuunnnnnnne 111, 2001111122222,, tthhee CCaarriinnnggggg SSSSSSooooocciieetttyy iinnvviiiitteeessss yyyyyooooouuuuuu ttoo jjjooooiinnn ttthhhheeee OOOuurr DDDDreaammmmmmmmmmmsssss MMMaatttteeeeerrrr TTooooooo 
wwwallkkk in ssupppppppppppooooorrt off Shhhhaannnneenn’’ssss DDrreeaammmmmm.. TThhhee iiiiddddeeaa iiissss tttoo rraaaallllllllyyy oooooonnnnnneeeee mmmmiiiilllllllliiioooonnnn ppppeeeeoooppppllee acrrooooosssssss CCCCCCaannaaddddaaa ttoo 
wwaalkk oooon ttthhhhhhhhhhheee sammmmmee ddaayyyyyyyy ffffoorr eeqquuiittyyy ffoorr aallllll FFFiirrrrsssssttt NNNaaaaattiiiiiooooonnsssss cccchhhhhhiiiiilllddddrrreeennn...  IIIIInnnnn ooooorrdddddeeeeerrrr ttttooooo eeeennnggaagggee eeevvvveerryyyoonnnee, 
cccccchhhhhhiiiilldddreeennnnnnnnnn aaaaaccccccccrrrrrrrrrooooooossssssssss CCCCCCCCCanadddddaa would bbbbbuuuuiilllddd mmmmmaaaaiiillbbbbooxxxxxeeess aannndd ccciiitttttiiiiiiiiiizzzzzzeeeennnsssss oooooff aallll aaaaggggeeesss wwwwooouuuuullldddd mmaaarchhh ttoo ttttthhhhhhheeeeeiiiiirrrr 
mmmmmmmmaaaaaaaiiiiillllbbbox wwiiithhhhhhhhh llletters to elllleeeeeccccted oooofffffffffififi cciiiaallss  ccaalllliiiiiinnnngggggggg fffffoooooorrrrr ccccuuullltuuuuurraallllyyyyy bbbbbaasssseeeeddd eeeeqqqqquuuiiiiitttyyy  ffoooorrr  FFiirstttttt NNNNNNaatttttioooonnnnn 
cccccchhildren.  TTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhheeeee wwaallkk caannn sseeeerrrvvee ass aaaa bbbaaasssiiiss ffoorrr iiinnnnnn cccclllaaassssssss lleeaaarrrnnniiiinnnggggg aaaaannnddd  iiinnnncccclllluuuudddddeeee lllleeesssssssssssoooooonns in arttttt tttttoooooooo  
cccccooooonnnnnnnssttrrruuuct mmmmmaaaaiiiillll bbbbbboxesss,,,,, llllllaaannnnnngguage ttoo wwrrriiiiiiittttttttteee llleettttteerrss iiinnnnn EEnnnnnggggllliissshhhhh aannddd FFFFrrrreeeennnnnccchhh aaaaaannnnnddddd IIIInnndddiiiigggggeeennnoooouuuusssss lannnggggguuuaaaggeess,, 
civics to uuunnndddeerrstand why letters froooommm CCaannnaaaaaaddddiiiaaannss mmmmmaaattttteerrrr iiiiinnn pppppuuuuubbbbbbllliiiiicccccc ppppppooooollllliiiiicccccyyyyy aaaannnnndddd hhhhhhhhhhuuuuuuuuummmaannn rrriiigggghhhhhttssss..
WWe inviittee yyoouu tttttttoooooooo  engagee yyyyyoooouuuuuurrrrrrssssssseeeeeelllllvvvvvvvveeess iiinnnn ttthhhhheeessseee  wwwaaayyyssss tttttooooo mmmmmaakkkeeeee aaaaa ddddddiiifffffffffffeeeerrrreeeeeennnnccceeee!!!! FFFoooorrr mmmooorree 
iiiiiiinnnnnnffffffoooorrmmaattiiiooooonnnnnn, vvvvvvviiiiissssssiiiittttttt ttttttthhhhee  CCCCCCCaaaaarrrrrriiiiiinnnnnngg SSSSooocciiieeeeeetttyy’’sss  wwweeeeebbssiiiiittttteeee aaaaattt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww..ffffffnnnncccccaaaaarriiiiiiiinnnggggssssoooooooocccciiieeetttyyyy.ccoooomm..
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Resources

Our Dreams Matter Too
Our Dreams Matter Too is a document created by 
students from Attawapiskat First Nations in northern 
Ontario and Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg in Quebec. The 
document is a collection of letters written by Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal children and youth adddressing 
the inequalities in education for First Nations children 
and youth living on reserve.  The report was written 
so that others can help by taking accountability and 
action for First Nations children and youth. There 
is also a hope that Our Dreams Matter Too will 
generate an undertaking by a Special Rapporteur of 
an “Article 45 review of the inequities faced by First 
Nations children in Ontario and across Canada”. This 
document was convened by the First Nations Child and 
Family Caring Society of Canada and the Provincial 
Advocate of Ontario and can be dowmloaded at www.
fncaringsociety.com. 

Access to information documents 
These documents discuss funding issues of child 
welfare services on reserve as well as Jordan’s 
Principle and have facts relating to British Columbia. 
See www.fnwitness.ca.

Peer reviewed article
A peer reviewed article about the northern BC 
Touchstones will appear in the  Child Welfare 
League of America’s (CWLA)Special Issue (Winter) 
– Native Children.  It was written by Andrea Auger, 
the Touchstones Coordinator for the Caring Society 
and Brenda Lewis, Provincial Director of Aboriginal 
Transformation and Support at MCFD. Stay tuned for 
more information about this article!

RRRRReeeessssooooooouuuuuuuurrrrccccccceeeeeeeess

OOOuuuurrr DDDDDreeeaaaammmsss MMMMMaaaatttttttttttttteeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrr Toooooo
OOOurrrr DDDDrreeaaaammmmss MMMMMaaaaattttttttttteeeeerrrrr TTTTTTTToo is a docuummmment created by 
sssttudenntss fffrrrrroooommm AAAAAAAttttttttttttaaaaaawwwwwaapiskkat First Naaaattions in northern 
OOOOOOnnnnntttttaaaarriioooo aaaannnnddddd  KKKittiggggggaaaaaaann ZZZibi Anishinabeg inn Quebec. Thhhe 
dddooocccccuuuummmmenntt iiss aaaaa cccooolllllleeeccccccttttttiiiiiiooooooonnnnn ooooofffff lleeeeetttttteerrrsss wwritteen by Aborigiiinnnnal 
aaaaannnnnnndddddddd nnnooonnnn--Abbooriggggiiinnal cchiilllddreenn anddd yyoouuuttttthhhhhhhh aaaaadddddddddddddddddddddrrrreeeesssssssssiinnnggggg 
tthhhhee iiineeqqualiitttiiieess iiinnnn eeeeedddddduuuuuccaattiioon for FFFirrrssssstttt Nations childdddddrrreeennn 
aaannddd yyouuttthhh livviinnngggg on resseeeerrrvve.  The reeport was written 
sssssooooo tttthhhat oottthhhheerrss ccann help by ttttaakkingg accountability anndd 
aaaacccccttttiiioon for FFiirrst NNaattiioonnnss chiillllddddreen and yyyouth. There 
iis aallsssoo aa hoppee tthhaaattt OOOOuuurrrrr DDDrrrreeeeaams Mattter Too willll  
ggggeeennnnneeeeeeerrrrrraaaaaateee aan uunnderrttaakkiiinngg bbbbyyy a Speeecial Rappppooorttteeeeeeeuuuuuuuuurrrrrr ooooooffff 
aaaaaannnnnn  ““““““AAAAAAAAArrrrrttttiiiccllllleeee 444445555 revieww oofff tttthhhheeee  iinneqqqquuuuuiiitttiieeess ffffaaaacccceeeeedddddddd  bbbyyyyy FFFFFFFFiiiiiirrrssstt 
NNNNNNaaaaatttttttiiiiioooooonnnnnnnssssss cccccchhhhhiiiilllllddddddddrrrrreeeen iiinn  Onnnttaaarriiiiooooo aaaannnndddddddd aaaaaccccccrrrrrrrrrooosssssssss CCCCCCaaaaannnaadddaaaaaaa”””””... TTThhhiiissss 
dddoooooccccuuummmmeeeennnnttt wwwaaas cccconnnnveeennnnnnedd bbyy tttheeee FFFFiiiirrrrrsssssttttt NNNNNaaaaaatttttttiiiiioooonnssss CCCCChhhhhhhiiiiilllllddddddd aaannnnnnnndddd 
FFFFFFFaaaaammmmmmmiiiiilllyyyyy CCCCCCCCCaaaaarrrrrriiiinnnnngg SSSSSSSSSSSociieeettttyyy oooff Caaannnnnaadddda aaaaannndddd ttttthhhhhhheeeeee PPPPrrrrrrooovvviinnnnnnnccccccccciiiiiiiaaaaaaalll 
AAAAAAAddddddvvvvvoooocccccaaaaaatttteeeeeee ooooooffffffffff OOOOOOOOnnnnnnntttttaaarriio aaaaand ccccccaaaannnnnn bbbbbbbe dddddoooowwwwwwwwmmmmmllllloooooaaaaaadddddddeeeeeddddd aaaaatttttt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww..
ffffffnnnncccccaaaaaarrrriiinnnnnggggggssssssoooooocccccccccciiiiiiiiieeeeeettyyyyyyy.ccoomm.. 

AAAAAAAcccccccccccccceeeeessssss to innfffoorrmmmaattttioonnn  ddddoooccuummmeents 
TTTTThhhhheeeeesssseee ddddooocccuumeenntttts ddddiissssscccccccuuuuuuuussssss fffuunnddiing isssuueeeess ooofff ccchhhhiilldd 
wwwwwweeeeeelllllfffffaaaaaarrree ssssseerrvvices oonnn rreeeeseeeerrrrvvveee as wweelll aass JJJJoorrdddddaaaaannnn’’’ss 
PPPPPPPPrrrriiiiiinnncccccciiipplle aand hhaaavveeee ffffaaaaacccccttttss relaaattiinngg tto Britisshh CCooluummmbbiiiaaaa.. 
SSSSSSSeeeeeee wwwwwwww.ffnnwwiittnnneessssss.ca.

PPPPPPPPeeeeeeeeeeer rrreeevviiieeewwed arrrtticle
AA ppeeeer rrreeevvviieeewweedd arrrticle about tthee norttthhheeeerrrrrnnnnnnnn BBBBBCC 
TTToouuccchhhssttooonneesss wwwiillll aappppeearr in the  Chhhiiilllllddddddd WWWWWWWeeellfffffffffaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrreeeeee 
LLeeaagguuuee ooff AAAmmmeeerrricaa’ss ((CCWWWWWWWWWWWWWLLLLLLAA))SSppeeciall Issueee ((((((((((WWWWWWWWinnnnttteeeerr)))) 
–– NNNaatttiivvee CChhiillddrreenn.  IItt wwwwwwaaaaaaaasssss wwwwrriittttttteeenn bbbbbyyyyyyy AAAAAnddrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaa AAAAuuuggggeeeeerrrrr,,,, 
ttthheee TToouuucchhssssstttttoooonnnnneeeeesss CCCooooorrddiinnnaaaaaaatttttttttooooooorrrrrrr ffffffffffoooooooorrrrrrrr tthheee CCCCCCaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrriiiiiiiinnnngggg SSSocciiieeeetttyyy 
aaaaaaannndddd BBBrrreeennddaaa LLeewwiiss, PPrrovvviincciiaaaaalllll DDDDDDDDDDiiiiiirrrreeeeeccccctttttttooorrrrrr oooofff AAAbboooorrriiiggiinnnaaaaall 
Trrraannnsssssfffffffoooooorrrrmmmmmaaatttiioonnn aanndd SSuppppppppppoooooorrrrrttttttt aaaaaaaaattttt MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMCCCCCCCCCCFDD. Staaayyy tuunnneeeeddddd fffffoooorr 
mmmmmooore innfffffooooooorrrrrmmmmmmaaaattttttiiiiiioooonnn aaaaaabbbbbooooouuuuuuuuutttttttt tttthhhiiisss aaaarrrrttttiiiicccleeeeeeee!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON THE NORTHERN BC 

TOUCHSTONES OF 
HOPE, PLEASE CONTACT:

Dianna Mould
Touchstones Project 

Coordinator & Aboriginal 
Social Work Recruitment 

Coordinator
Phone: 250-565-6650
Cell: 250-961-7644

DIANNA.MOULD@GOV.BC.CA

See what is happen-
ing in the north! Visit 
the website at www.

northernbc
touchstones.ca


